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GENERATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF SYMPTOMS
IN WOMEN WITH NEUROSIS,
WITH AN EMPHASIS ON HOSTILITY IN THE FOURTH DECADE

Shigeo YAMANE
Department of Psychiatry, The Jikei University School of Medicine

The psychopathology of neurosis is said to be most easily influenced by sociocultural
changes. Although chronologic changes in the psychopathology of patients with neurosis have
been investigated in Japan, few studies have been investigated difference in psychopathology
between the sexes and the between generations. The aim of this study was to clarify the
characteristic difference in psychopathology of many generations of neutotic symptoms and to
describe how the psychopathology of neurosis is most influenced by current sociocultural
changes. The subject were 211 outpatients (128 men and 93 women) in my department
Symptom Checklist-90-R was used to neutotic symptoms. In symptom profile, women had
higher scores than did men except in interpersonal sensitivity. Interpersonal sensitivity
decreased in women in their 20s and did not differ significantly from that in men. Hostility
was high for in their 30s. Fewer women in their 30s worked than did women in their 40s.
However, because of their higher divorce rate women in their 40s had a lower marriage rate
than women in their 30s. That women in their 30s were bound to their homes created a mental
burden for them. Attention must be paid to psychologic difficulties in the prime of life.

(Tokyo Jikeikai Medical Journal 2003 ; 118: 333-43)
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Phobic Anxiety Disorders
Other Anxiety Disorders
Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder

F44 Dissociative (Conversion) Disorders
F45 Somatoform Disorders

F48 Other Neurotic Disorders

Reaction to Sever Stress, and Adjustment Disorders
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Table 2. The first medical examination in out-

patients
first medical neurotic area of rate
examination of first medical %)
outpatients examination °
1,087 498 45.8

Table 3. Rate of both sexes neurotic area
of first medical examination

male female

N (%) 128 (57.9%) 93 (42.1%)

Table 4. Mean age of subjects

age+SD minimum~maximum N

male 29.6+9.1 15~71 128

female | 30.8+11.5 14~72 93

total 30.1+10.2 14~72 221
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Fig.1. SCL-90-R Symptom profiles of male and female

 e—male |
. —e—male

"—_-l—__-’female‘
0.6 [ L L
S
0.2 + L
0o L—
10s 20s 30s 40s

Fig. 2. SDI of both sexes
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Fig. 3. Rate of symptom dimensions in female

Table5. Hostility

number symptom

11 Feeling easily annoyed or irritated

24 Temper outbursts that you could not con-
trol

63 Having urges to beat, injure, or harm
someone

67 Having urges to break or smash things

74 Getting into frequent arguments

81 Shouting or throwing things
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Table 6. Categorization of diagnosis by ICD-10

male (128 cases) female (93 cases) total (221 cases)

F40-0 Agoraphobia 4 (3.1%) 5 (5.4%) 9 (4%)
F40-1 Social phobias 42 (32%) 16 (17%) 58 (26.2%)
F41-0 Panic disorder 5 (3.9%) 10 (10.8%) 15 (6.7%)
F41-1 Generalized 3 (2.3%) 3 (3.2%) 6 (2.7%)
anxiety disorder
F42 Obsessive- 31 (24.2%) 24 (26%) 55 (24.4%)
Compulsive Disorder
F45 Somatoform 17 (13%) 1 (12%) 8 (12.7%)
Disorders
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