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COLORECTAL CANCER TREATMENT IN JAPAN:
MY CAREER AS A SURGEON

Masaichi OGAWA

Department of Surgery, The Jikei University School of Medicine

The number of cases of colorectal cancer (CRC) diagnosed worldwide each year is more than 1 million
and has resulted in approximately 715,000 deaths in 2010, an increase from 490,000 deaths in 1990. In Japan,
CRC has recently overtaken stomach cancer to be the second most common cancer after lung cancer; it is the
most common cancer for women and the third most common for men. In the United States, the life-long
probability of CRC is reported to be approximately 7%. The treatment of CRC in Japan is led by the Japanese
Society for Cancer of the Colon and Rectum (JSCCR), which was established in 1973 with the aims of
conducting CRC research and advancing the diagnosis and treatment of CRC. In recent years, the drug lag
with the American Society of Clinical Oncology and the European Society for Medical Oncology has been
resolved. In addition, a focus has been placed on enriching the “JSCCR Guidelines for the Treatment of
Colorectal Cancer,” which was first published in 2005. The JSCCR is highlighted by its vigorous research
projects. In this lecture, I explained the outline of the guidelines and reported what I have been interested in,

researched, and examined as a surgeon.

(Tokyo Jikeikai Medical Journal 2021;136:145-150)
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A clinico-pathological characteristics of colorectal
carcinoma in relation to the establishment of cell lines

Masaichi Ogawa, Eiichi Hara*, Michiaki Watanabe, Makoto Kosuge, Ken Eto,
Takahiro Omachi, Masato Yokoyama, Sadao Anazawa and KatsuhikoYanaga

*: Research Institute for Clinical Oncology, Saitama Cancer Center
—>Successful establishment of cell lines is as indication
of poor prognosis for colorectal cancer.
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