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KANEHIRO TAKAKI AND INGUINAL HERNIA SURGERY

Kazuhiko YosHipa

Department of Surgery, The Jikei University School of Medicine

The relationship between Kanehiro Takaki, the founder of The Jikei Unviersity School of Medicine, and
inguinal hernia surgery was reviewed. In 1889, Takagi reported the first radical operation for reducible
inguinal hernia in Japan. His operation was performed with the patient under general anesthesia through
chloroform and with the aseptic technique through carbolic acid oil. The hernia sac was resected and the
suture closure was made at its high level, which were new techniques never before used in any country. At
that time, modern surgery had just started, because general anesthesia and the antiseptic system had just been
developed. While in London, Takaki had studied these techniques and advanced operative procedures. After
returning home, he helped lay the foundation for modern surgery in Japan.

(Tokyo Jikeikai Medical Journal 2018;133:1-4)
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First, the hair of the pubic region was shaved off and the
bowels were purged. Then, chloroform was administered, and
the skin was incised to the extent of 6 1/2 c.m. in the direction of
the spermatic cord, dividing the superlying structures and
reaching to the hernia sac which was easily distinguishable.
When pulled, the sac easily came out and it was decided that it
did not contain any intestine; on cutting it open, the inside was

found to be empty. It was accordingly drawn out from the wound
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and a part cut off, whole the remaining part was stitched to the
edge of the wound. The stiches were deep and 8 in number. Lint
saturated with carbolic acid oil was applied to the wound which

was then bandaged. Operation took 15 minutes.
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