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General Summary 

Despite having identical disease diagnoses, some patients may be cured but others may 
not. This difference cannot be understood with experimental medicine. On the other 
hand, clinical practice might also not provide the answer. We combined molecular biol-
ogy and epidemiology to create the Division of Molecular Epidemiology, to clarify the 
etiology of disease and to predict factors affecting survival.

Research Activities 

The Jikei clinical research course
From May 2009 through March 2010, we held 10 seminars about strategies for clinical 
studies for healthcare practitioners at The Jikei University. In 2009, small-group study 
courses targeting postgraduate students will be started from the principles of epidemiol-
ogy and biostatistics by reading textbooks, analyzing real clinical data with STATA soft-
ware (StataCorp LP, College Station, TX, USA), and designing clinical studies. Our 
goal is for postgraduate students to develop the skills to construct hypotheses, design pro-
tocols, monitor trials, and analyze data.

Original studies
1. Randomized trial of vitamin D supplement
2. New drug development related to vitamin D
3. Genome and epigenome clinical studies and lead findings
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