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FIRST QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY OF THE MEDICAL DEMAND FOR
DOCTORS IN ALL HOSPITALS IN JAPAN

Katsutoshi SARUTA

Office of Community Medical Systems, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.

To investigate the physician shortage in Japan, a nationwide survey of hospitals was performed in June
2010 to determine the number of physicians needed by the medical departments of each institution. A total
of 8,698 institutions returned a completed questionnaire (response rate: 84.8%). The responses indicated that
the number of physicians lacking in Japan was 24,033, which was 14% of the total number of physicians.
The physician shortages were most severe in Iwate prefecture (40%), Aomori prefecture (32%), and
Yamanashi prefecture (29%) and in the departments of rehabilitation medicine (29%), emergency medicine
(28%), and obstetrics (24%). The Japanese government, local governments, and those engaged in medical
services must develop measures to address the regional imbalance in physicians identified by this survey.

(Tokyo Jikeikai Medical Journal 2011;126:19-28)
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Table 2. The total number of doctors in Japan

Table 3. The total number of obstetricians in Japan
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HAL A LA TAHUN

Table 4. The percentage of doctor shortage in Japan

Table 5. The percentage of obstetrician shortage in Japan
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Fig. 1. The percentage of doctor shortage by prefecture
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Fig. 2. The percentage of doctor shortage in the medical departments needed
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Table 6. The number of doctor shortage by prefecture
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Table 7. The number of obstetrician shortage by prefecture
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Table 8. The number of doctor shortage in the medical departments needed
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i N - 7,450 946 13% 1,339 18%
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