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CLARIFICATION OF THE CONCEPT OF “JIKEI” WITH RODGERS’
EVOLUTIONARY CONCEPT ANALYSIS: BASED ON SOCIAL WELFARE
RESEARCH LITERATURE SINCE THE MEIJI ERA -

Hiroko Yarsu', Kuniko Kopama?, Michie NAGAYOSHI”, Mayumi HAMADA?,
Mayuko YAamasHITA®, Noriko Aokr’, and Motoko KiTa?

!School of Nursing, Miyagi University
’The Jikei University School of Nursing
*Faculty of Health Sciences, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Aim: To clarify the characteristics of the concept of “jikei” in a historical, cultural, and social context.

Method: An evolutionary concept analysis of Rodgers was conducted. The subjects of analysis were 19
Japanese documents published in the fields of social welfare and social security. The data were analyzed
according to standard methods of thematic analysis, leading to conceptual attributes, antecedents,
consequences, and related concepts.

Results: The attributes of “jikei” were composed of “personal connection,” “sympathy/suffering,” “relief,”
“giving,” and “spontaneity.” “Jikei” was defined as “a voluntary act in which people sympathize and suffer and
provide relief and alms on the basis of personal connections.” The antecedents for “jikei” consisted of
“poverty,” “disaster,” “war,” “policy,” “imperial system,” “gift,” “donation,” and “ethos of the Japanese people.”
The consequences of “jikei” consisted of “social trust,” “respect,” “attachment to Japan,” “development of
social work,” “voluntary obedience,” and “weak public awareness of rights.” As related concepts, “jinji” and
“jizen” were extracted.

Discussion: “Jikei” was a concept widely discussed in the peculiar context of the imperial system and
national policy from the Meiji era to the early Showa period in Japan. A possible reason why the concept of
“jikei” was unclear and difficult to obtain a common understanding of was that people’s common
understanding of this concept was being lost as time changed. The results suggest that the essential meaning
of “jikei” should be reconsidered and embodied in modern society.

(Tokyo Jikeikai Medical Journal 2022;137:87-101)
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